
MDUSD Secondary ELD Adoption Process
Executive Summary
Background
Mt. Diablo Unified’s English learner population has increased 125% since 1995 from 2,924 to 6,583 students in 2008. Reviews of Mt. Diablo’s achievement data show that the English learner population is not achieving academically and is not meeting the federally mandated Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) growth targets. Furthermore, there is a significant achievement gap between English learners and non-English learners. For example, in 2008, only 29% of English learners passed both CAHSEE subtests on the first try in contrast to 80% of their non-English language learner peers. The achievement gap is clearly evident when comparing English learners’ API results.  In 2008, API scores for English learners was 620 while the API for non- English language learners was 796- a staggering difference of 176 points.
Due to the fact that our English learner students have not met their AYP targets for the last 3 years, Mt. Diablo was required to develop a Title III: LEA Improvement Plan Addendum which described how the district would improve their program for English learners.  Developing this plan required an evaluation of the instructional materials being used in English Language Development (ELD) classes.  The adopted materials currently being used in the secondary ELD classes are 7 years old and were published prior to the adoption of the California English Language Development Standards. In addition, there was only one secondary state adopted ELD program for the secondary level and it only covered 4th -8th grades. The lack of ELD state adopted programs for 9th-12th grades created a void in the availability of high school materials which forced Mt. Diablo, like many other districts in the state, to use the same ELD materials in 6th -12th grade ELD classes. 

The Title III: LEA Improvement Plan Addendum submitted to the California State Department addressed the issue of non-standards based ELD materials by identifying as an action item the pilot of new ELD materials for 6-8th and 9th-12th grades.  In conclusion, it is important to note that Mt. Diablo Unified is being visited this fall by the Office of Civil Rights to review our program for English Language learners. 
Adoption Process
At the high school level, starting in January 2008, two core ELD texts, Edge (National Geographic/ Hampton Brown) and Keystone (Pearson Longman), were identified as materials meeting our district’s needs for piloting.  These materials were not only written to include 9th -12th grade ELD standards, but are aligned with grade appropriate language arts standards.  Starting in September 2008, trainers provided support as high school ELD teachers piloted the two sets of materials.  To confirm consensus across the district, high school ELD teachers completed an online survey of both publishers.  In June 2009, high school teachers determined that there was overwhelming support and evidence that Edge (National Geographic/ Hampton Brown) met or exceeded expectations on essential elements of a high school ELD program
At the middle school level, the state of California approved language arts and ELD programs in November 2008.  Starting in spring 2009, ELD teachers received training in developing a “district lens” and completing a standards sampling process of seven different publishers approved by the state.  The group spent the majority of the training day analyzing the Teacher Editions and student resources for each ELD publisher.  The middle school group asked the ELD curriculum specialist to modify the traditional pilot and to instead analyze the top two publishers by spending time completing an online program component review using the materials available at Willow Creek Center and online on the publisher’s website. In June 2009, after a thorough analysis of the survey results, middle school teachers across the district determined that there was overwhelming support and evidence that Inside (National Geographic/ Hampton Brown) met or exceeded expectations on the essential elements of a middle school ELD program

Inside and Edge (National Geographic/ Hampton Brown) continued to meet/exceed expectations on teacher surveys and are now being recommended for adoption.  Secondary ELD teachers should be commended for their enthusiasm, professionalism, and willingness to collaborate in this critical adoption process.
