
Mt. Diablo USD
Administrative Regulation
PromotionlRetentionl Acceleration

AR 5123
Students

Grades 1-8

Promotion

Decisions regarding promotion in grades 1-8 are based' oR students d ",,,,})llstrating
achievement required for satisfactory performance in the 'subsequent grade. This includes
mastery of standards by achieving a 3 or 4 on the standards-based element~ry report card
or passing grades in middle school English L;~guage,Arts ~d Mathematics courses., "
Acceleration

,\},

A stude?t in ~rades 1-8.may. be accelera\,::\ ~tf,~~~~er-grad . .,l$when exceptional
academIc. achleve~ent I.Sevident, Th~ st~pentl~'lo~~~~nd en.:1Clional growth shall also
be taken into consideration when considering ~ccele'ratlfig<astudent.~. .,%,......; -?~
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Grades 9-12
$i' • ~

Progress .toward.high school g!,a.~uat~ppshall bf b~sed "" the student passi.ng the required
and elective subjects necessary to earn the annual required number of credits as outlined
by currentd3'01tr~~p~'~'t~'~StJ'd;'t'·,ts will be>~1;'q"uired to take and pass the High School Exit

«\"/'

Exam . <Henmandate the St California.
,~»...

"'tt x\
Student promotion, retentiort.and grade level are determined by the cumulative number of
credits successfully completed by the student. Therefore, a student must accumulate the
following credit tptals including those required for each grade level to be promoted to the
next grade level: ·~V~"

Comprehensive Continuation

Grade 9 G-W 0-49 credits

Grade 10 50 100 50 - 99 credits o 95 0-99 credits

Grade 11 100 155 100-154 credits 96 125 100-124 credits

Grade 12 155 230 155-200credits 126 200 125-180 credits



High School Grade Level Status Determination and Notification

A student's grade level status will be determined at the site once per year following
summer school. Students in the 4th year of high school will have an additional
determination made at the beginning of the second semester. The school will inform the
student and parent/guardian if the student did not earn sufficient credits to be advanced to
the new grade level. The parent/guardian will be informed of the student's status and
given the range of alternatives for the remediation of any deficiency. A "High School
Grade Level Status Notification" form will be mailed to the parent/guardian with a
request for a follow up conference to review the alternatives for remediation.
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Students shall be allowed to artici ate in rade level desi ctrvrties i.e. Senior
Breakfast Junior Prom based on achievement of suffici '
not number of years at the high school level.

or rade level status

Retention including Kindergarten Continuance '«"
~. ~"'.•••• ' \ \/>. ~-\~ \

A retention conference will be held for all K-8 students, at jisK of being retained. A
conference team will consist of a minimum of parents/guardians, teacher, and
d . . ,,' '\a numstrator. s. v, ~

(Note: Retention in kindergarten is considered "continuance" in kindergarten.)
'\ .
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The Superintendent or designee shall identify students ~h9 are at risk of being retained
and students who are recommended to be retained at the end of grades I through 8.

'l.#' ~--
Students in grades 1 through 3 ~nall be identified as being at risk of retention primarily on
the basis of their level ofprOfic:i~~cyinReading: Mathematics will also be assessed for

. <','\'Wb.. \'~~\%? ",- .1\Y«~\':':'\»:'~~
purposes <c',ff~'fil:f·,~illtervehtio. "'»~':~,"*~"

Profi,,'SY in Reading, " 'glis ,:uage Arts (E/LA) and Mathematics shall be the
~0 :gYR>. ~\\\ '«I/W"'"

basis fo ~Jdentifying students"in gra,,'Cies4 through 8.

" NThe followin -cliart provid~~uguidelines, which shall be used to determine retention.
\"»:,\>, .,.",.~
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Reading Indicators for Retention, Grades 1-2
Performance Level:

RAP Score (Reading Assessment Program)-Spring Rubric Score of 1 and
Report Card Evidence (Reading) Rubric Score of 1

Reading Indicators for Retention, Grade 3
Performance Level:

California Standards Test English Language Arts (E/LA) Far below basic and
RAP Score (Reading Assessment Program)-Spring Rubric Score of 1 and
Report Card Evidence (Reading) Rubric Score of I



Reading, ElLA, Mathematics Indicators for Retention, Grades 4-5
Performance Level:

California Standards Test Far below basic and
Report Card Evidence (Reading, English Language Arts, Rubric Score of 1
Mathematics)

Reading, ElLA, Mathematics Indicators for Retention, Grades 6-8
Performance Level:

California Standards Test Far below basic and
Report Card Evidence (Reading, English Language Arts,
Mathematics)

If a student is identified as performing at these perfo
retained in hislher current grade unless the student
retention is not the appropriate intervention for .t
determination shall specify the reasons that r~t
and shall include recommendations for interventio
opinion of the teacher, are necessary to assist the stu
academic achievement (Education C" 48070.5).

tudent shall be
in writing, that

. ncies. This

Promotion/Retention of English Learne

The promotion of Englis
English Language De
exposure to Englis

.English instruction will not be retained,
udent Ifng to make adequate progress due to factors

ency. report ofthe Retention Conference Team, including
om t 0i;,W~0~f:will provide documentation as to why the
A copf of the decision and supporting documentation will
ulative record folder.

r.;\\}{i~,
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of ;tcial Education Students

Local Governing bo adopted standards for promotion apply to students with
disabilities unless the Individual Education Plan (IEP) team establishes individualized
differentiated promotion criteria.

IEP teams should consider whether the student's disability adversely impacts the student's
potential for learning or rate of learning. If so, the IEP team should consider whether
accommodations or curricular modifications could minimize this impact. If, even with
these supports, the student is unable to meet the board-adopted standards for promotion
due to the nature or severity of the disability, the IEP team should document
individualized differentiated promotion criteria, which are aligned with the board-adopted



standards. The student, parents, administrators and general and special education
teachers should be informed of potential consequences of individualized differentiated
promotion criteria.

If a student with a disability fails to meet board-adopted standards or individualized
differentiated promotion criteria documented in the IEP, the IEP team should reconvene
immediately to consider the following questions. These should be considered at each
reporting period:

1. Does the current IEP address the student's academic, ling
and behavioral needs appropriately?

2. Are the assessments used, including any accom
appropriate to measure the student's progress?

3. Were all the services required by the stuc
education curriculum appropriately identified/
receive these services?

4. Were the linguistic needs of a
identified?

5. Were the student's individualized
supported by the IEP?

ion criteria appropriate and

Stu ent
standards-
be aligned WI "

competencies to

the c~ curriculum in order to meet the requirements of
curriculu d assessment. Special education and related services must

e regul~r~ re curriculum a~d enabl~ a stu?en.t ~om~ster the expected
'um extent appropnate to his/her individualized needs.

Parent/Guardian Noti· ication and Appeal Process

When a student is identified as being at risk of retention, the Superintendent or designee
shall notify the student's parent(s)/guardian(s) in writing as early in the school year as
practical, no later than January. Where necessary, parent notification will be provided in
the primary language of the parent. The student's parent(s)/guardian(s) shall be provided
an opportunity, and are encouraged, to consult with the principal and the teacher(s)
responsible for the recommendation to promote or retain the student. If the student has
more than one classroom teacher, the site administrator shall specify the teacher(s)
responsible for the decision to promote or retain the student. The teacher's written



recommendation (Teacher Inventory Factors Form) shall be provided to and discussed
with the student's parents/guardians and the principal before any final determination of
retention or promotion is made.

The Superintendent/designee shall provide a copy of the district's promotion/retention
policy and administrative regulation to those parent(s)/guardian(s) who have been
notified that their child is at risk of retention.

The teacher's decision to promote or retain a student may be appealed consistent with
Board policy, administrative regulation and law. To appeal a te~*s decision, the
appealing party shall submit a written request to the Superintegj ~nt of&designee
specifying the reasons why the teacher's decision should be led. The appeal must
be initiated within 14 school days of the notification of re " romotion. The
teacher shall be provided an opportunity to state orall the criteria on
which his/her decision was based.

If the decis
right to submit
record (Educatio

"1~rmine
'mg this deter, nation, the

y and the teacher. The
. er's decision should be

;pealing party has
uled, he/she shall

may be- ppealed by submitting a written
in 30 days of receipt of a written appeal,
.~appeal. The Board's decision may be

part of the appeal process or, at the
ay eet with the appealing party, the teacher
ecide the appeal. The decision of the Board shall be

Intervention (Supple

With the parent/guardian's consent, the Superintendent or designee may require a student
who has been retained, or recommended for retention, to participate in school day
intervention classes or an after-school (supplemental instruction) program.

Intervention (supplemental instruction) programs may be offered to students with low
math, reading or written expression scores. Intervention (supplemental instruction)
programs will include appropriate instruction for students learning English. The parentis
or guardian/s may decline in writing to the Superintendent or designee to enroll their



child in a program. Such programs may be offered during the summer, after school,
and/or on Saturdays.

The district shall seek the active involvement of parents and teachers in the development
and implementation of intervention (supplemental instruction) programs. Services shall
not be provided during the regular instructional day.
(Ed Code 37252.5).

Continuation in Kindergarten

Students who have completed one year of kindergarten shall b
unless the parent/ guardian and the district agree that the stu >

kindergarten for not more than one additional school ye d

Whenever a student continues in kindergarten for
or designee shall secure an agreement, signed b
student shall continue in kindergarten for not" ..
Code 46300). A state required form, "Agreement
must be completed.

tthe
ar (Ed

ndergarten"

Acceleration from Kindergarten to Fir

grade at the discretion of
arent/guardian, upon

Ed Code 48011).

1.

4. The physical, evelopment and social maturity of the student are consistent with
his/her advanced mental ability.

5. The parent/guardian of the student has filed a written statement with the school
district approving the placement in first grade.

Regulation MT. DIABLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
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