
 Rationale 
 
  
Mt. Diablo Unified School District’s Collaborative Classroom Program partnership with Spectrum Center Schools 
and Programs enables the District to provide special education for students with challenging emotional, behavioral 
and academic needs – and to provide these services on MDUSD campuses.  As a result of the Collaborative 
Classroom Program, MDUSD is able to educate a wider variety of students within a District site and offer quality 
programs in the least restrictive environment by keeping students on the District’s public school campuses. 
 
Students with special needs such as autism, emotional disturbance and intellectual disabilities participate in the 
Collaborative Classroom Program, where they receive specialized services from Spectrum Center education and 
support staff and have access to academic courses, general education curriculum, extra-curricular activities and 
social interaction and mainstreaming opportunities with their peers at their public school.   
 
The Collaborative Classroom Program partnership between MDUSD and Spectrum Center, which was established 
in 2003, has benefitted students, their families and the District. The Collaborative Classrooms have helped 
transition students back to district programs. During the last three years, nine students have transitioned from the 
Valley Campus and Delta Campus non-public schools to Mt. Diablo-Spectrum collaborative classrooms, and eight 
students have transitioned from the Collaborative Classroom Program back to the District. 
 
Each of the Collaborative Classroom Sites is Certified by the California Department of Education (CDE) and 
Accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges Accrediting Commission for Schools (WASC). 
 
As a collaborative partner, Spectrum Center understands that the economic situation facing the state and the 
District calls for Spectrum to continually review programs and costs. Over the years, we have reduced our cost to 
the District and we propose further reductions totaling $486,109 for the 2011-2012 school year. 
 

MDUSD take over provision of related services in the Mt. 
Diablo - Spectrum Center Collaborative Classroom Program. 
This can be done with using the current related service 
providers at each of the host campuses. 

     Classroom cost reduction:   $184,329 

Reduce slots at Fair Oaks Collaborative Classroom Program as 
MDUSD continues to build internal capacity to provide 
appropriate autism intensive programs that meet the 
students’ needs. 

     Classroom cost reduction:   $116,723 

Reduce slots at Pleasant Hill Middle Collaborative Classroom 
Program as MDUSD begins to build internal capacity to 
provide appropriate programs that meet the needs of 
students with Asperger’s syndrome. 

     Classroom cost reduction:     $33,405 

Reduce classroom cost equal to cost of rent and utilities if 
MDUSD provides the space for the Collaborative Classrooms. 

     Classroom cost reduction:     $53,652 

Increase early payment discount for all Spectrum Programs 
contracted with MDUSD from 1% offered to other districts to 
2% for Mt. Diablo. 

     Potential discount:                  $98,000 

Total 2011 – 2012 Reductions                                                         $486,109 

 


