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COURSE OVERVIEW

Dynamic World History is a required one-year course designed to help students with significant
cognitive disabilities who are anticipated to earn a high school diploma in accordance with California
Education Code 51225.31, access core content aligned subject matter material.

This course begins 1750, then covers a period of more than 250 years and highlights the global history as
people, products, knowledge, and ideas increasingly spread around the world. It examines dynamic forces
such as democracy, nationalism, and economic competition and how these forces impacted the modern
world. The course also considers the themes of war and conflict resolution, inclusiveness of governance,
the concept of justice, and the growing importance of individual rights and liberties. The course ends with
the evolution of a global society. Throughout the course, students develop reading, writing, speaking, and
listening skills to enhance their understanding of the content. Students will gain an appreciation of history
and become more informed citizens in their community, country, and the world. This course seeks to
present non-European perspectives, primary sources, and texts as a means of shifting the narrative.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

The course provides students with a broader understanding of the modern world through a range of
perspectives and sources. Students will understand how various global societies operated in 1750 and
will become critical thinkers about the impact European and other global societies had on each other in
the following centuries.

Inquiry:
○ Teachers and students identify and discuss the unit and lesson focus questions as well as the

connection between these questions and the themes of the course (cascading inquiry). • Inquiries
are open-ended, allow for multiple answers, and require students to generate an argument
supported by evidence (primary and/or secondary).

○ Students ask meaningful questions as they explore and interpret primary and secondary sources
in order to construct their own historical interpretations.



Literacy:
○ Students will develop historical thinking and analysis skills through exposure to different

perspectives on the same topic in several primary and secondary sources.
○ Students practice critical thinking through the regular use of writing and structured

academic conversations utilizing academic and discipline-specific language.

Citizenship:
○ Students make connections between course topics and the contemporary world.
○ Students are encouraged to take evidence-supported positions, backed by

well-constructed arguments and informed by historical understanding, on contemporary
events.

○ Students are empowered to make their voices heard in their immediate community and
beyond.

Skills:
○ Sequencing and Using a Timeline
○ Analyzing Historical Evidence
○ Interpreting Graphics (Cartoons, photos, maps, charts, graphs, etc.)
○ Analyzing Sources
○ Determining Cause and Effect
○ Identifying Bias and Point of View
○ Locating Turning Points in History
○ Evaluating the credibility of sources (print, digital, electronic)
○ Speaking and listening and interpreting (academic discussion, presentation, etc)
○ Collaborating constructively on team and group projects.

COURSE CONTENT

Unit 1: The World in 1750

Content Standards Suggested Practice

CA 2016 History-Social
Science Framework

● Compare and contrast the political, social and economic
systems of three or more countries of the world in 1750:

Unit 2: 1750 - 1848: Revolutions Reshape the World - Democratic Revolutions

Content Standards Suggested Practice

10.2 Students compare and
contrast the Glorious
Revolution of England, the
American Revolution, and
the French Revolution and
their enduring effects
worldwide on the political
expectations for
self-government and
individual liberty.

● Review the principles of the American Declaration of
Independence (1776) and the U.S. Bill of Rights (1791).

Unit 3: Industrial Revolutions



Guiding Questions:
● What were the results of the industrial revolutions?
● How did industrial revolutions affect governments and countries?
● How did industrialization affect ordinary people, families and work?

Content Standards Suggested Practice

10.3 Students analyze the
effects of the Industrial
Revolution in England,
France, Germany, Japan,
and the United States.

● Demonstrate understanding of mass-produced vs. artisan
products.
● Identify if a product is produced or naturally formed.
● Demonstrate understanding of the benefits and burdens
of mass production.
● Demonstrate understanding of the effects of the industrial
revolution on different industry sectors including clothing, food
and entertainment.

Unit 4: The Rise of Imperialism and Colonialism

Guiding Questions:
● How did colonization work?
● How did native people respond to colonization?

Content Standards Suggested Practice

10.4 Students analyze
patterns of global change
in the era of New
Imperialism in at least two
of the following regions or
countries: Africa,
Southeast Asia, China,
India, Latin America, and
the Philippines

● Demonstrate understanding of the impact of colonialism and
forced labor from the perspective of both the colonizers and the
people colonized.

Unit 5: Causes and Course of World War I

Guiding Questions:
● What were the consequences of World War I for nations and people?

Content Standards Suggested Practice

10.5 Students analyze the
causes and course of the
First World War.

● Demonstrate understanding of “war” from social, political and
military perspectives.

Unit 6: Effects of World War I

Guiding Questions:
● What were the effects of World War I on ordinary people?
● How did the post-World War I world order contribute to the collapse of the worldwide economy?

Content Standards Suggested Practice



10.6 Students analyze the
effects of the First World
War.

● Describe the effects of the war and resulting peace treaties on
population movement, the international economy, and shifts in
the geographic and political borders of Europe and the Middle
East (e.g. self-determination, mandate system)

● Understand the widespread disillusionment with prewar
institutions, authorities, and values that resulted in a void that
was later filled by totalitarians.

● Discuss the influence of World War I on literature, art, and
intellectual life in the West (e.g., Pablo Picasso, the “lost
generation” of Gertrude Stein, Ernest Hemingway).

Unit 7: Rise of Totalitarian Governments After World War I

Guiding Questions:
● How do societies change over time and why?

Content Standards Suggested Practice

11.8 Students analyze the
economic boom and social
transformation of post–World
War II America

● Understand how societies change after a war or other major
global event.

Unit 8: Causes and Consequences of World War II

Guiding Questions:
● What were the key goals of the Axis powers and Allied powers?
● How did technology affect World War II?

Content Standards Suggested Practice

10.8 Students analyze the
causes and consequences
of World War II.

● Identify and analyze the Allied and Axis objectives, key
strategic decisions, and political resolutions. .

● Discuss the human costs to the war

Unit 9: International Developments in the Post-World War II World

Guiding Questions:
● How did the Cold War develop?
● How and why did the Cold War end?

Content Standards Suggested Practice

10.9 Students analyze the
international
developments in the
post-World War II world

● Compare the economic and military power shifts caused by the
war.

Unit 10: Challenges Facing Nation States in the Contemporary World

Guiding Questions:
● How have nations worked to achieve economic, political, and social stability?
● How have contemporary revolutions in information, technology, and communications
impacted global society?



Content Standards Suggested Practice

10.11 Students analyze the
integration of countries
into the world economy
and the
information, technological,
and communications
revolutions (e.g.
television, satellites,
computers)

● Discuss the trends in society and regional events and their
impact on individual freedom and political systems.

● Demonstrate understanding that history impacts a student's
own life situation.

COURSE MATERIALS
Title Publisher Date

History-Social Science Framework California Department of
Education

2016

History Content Standards California Department of
Education

2000

Teacher support resources can also be found in the Educational Services Website and supplemental
online curriculum (for ex. Apex).

EVALUATION OF STUDENT PROGRESS

Assessment Methods:

Formative and summative assessments include, but are not limited to, quickwrites, essays, quizzes, tests,
exit tickets, discussions, Philosophical Chairs, and Socratic Seminars.


