
Teacher of the Year
Nominees and Finalists 2022-2023

First Name Last Name Site

Katalina Gallo * Mt. Diablo HS

Natasha Paul * Mt. Diablo HS

Laima Haider College Park HS

Lizette Ortega Dolan Pine Hollow MS

Maria Sajjad Bancroft Elem

Kurt Adkins El Monte Elem

Cindy Aguilar Gregory Gardens Elem

Sharon Akiyama Ayers Elem

Allegra Aldridge El Monte Elem

Leslie Altman Sequoia Elem

Joseph Alvarico Ygnacio Valley HS

Rebekah Anthon Sequoia Elem

Mary Bakos Rio Vista Elem

Ben Ballard Northgate HS

Tavis Beem Sequoia MS

Carol Benninghoven Northgate HS

Jill Beyer Riverview MS

Dylan Bland College Park HS

Heidi Brown Mt. Diablo Elem

Daniel Buitrago Oak Grove MS

Laurel Burns Gregory Gardens Elem

Elizabeth Butticci Ygnacio Valley HS

Anne Byrne Wren Ave Elem

Kandice Caicedo Strandwood Elem

Tami Campora Mt. Diablo Elem

Vanessa Caragay Sequoia Elem

Maria Carter Sajjad Bancroft Elem
Jillian Cary Strandwood Elem

Mieke Casassa Foothill MS

Lea Chan Hidden Valley Elem
Theresa Childress Hidden Valley Elem
Danielle Crider Northgate HS

Jessica Doty Sun Terrace Elem

Jen Dye Bel Air Elem

Hugh Ellis Ayers Elem

Jane Erdiakoff Walnut Acres Elem

Natasha Exner Fair Oaks Elem



Edyne Fairbanks Valhalla Elem

Kathleen Felton Sequoia Elem

John Fox Delta View Elem

Rhonda Galanter Valle Verde Elem

Sarah Gamez Valle Verde Elem

Samuel Garcia Islas Ygnacio Valley HS

Natalie Gold Silverwood Elem

Will Gregory Sequoia MS

Aimee Grispo Mt. Diablo Elem

Deyango Harris College Park HS

Brett Haupt Holbrook Language Academy

Tannaz Heaney Sequoia Elem

Karen Hernandez Holbrook Language Academy

Elizabeth Herring Concord HS

Todd Highberger Sequoia MS

Michelle Howisey Mt. Diablo Elem

Kenn Hutchinson Sequoia Elem

April Jackman El Monte Elem

Erin Jenks Rio Vista Elem

Jorge Jimenez College Park HS

Brittany Joachim Pleasant Hill Elem

Amy Kumar Ygnacio Valley HS

Jennifer Larson Guerra Strandwood Elem

Betina Lee Concord HS

Martin Lejano Concord HS

Suzanne Licht Hidden Valley Elem 
Armida Marshall Sequoia Elem

Elvira Martinez Shore Acres Elem

Denielle Mason Bel Air Elem

Gabrielle McBride Westwood Elem

Emily McGee Highlands Elem

Lorna Medeiros Gregory Gardens Elem

Audriana Mejia Holbrook Language Academy

Elisa Mendoza Sequoia MS

Antonio Mercado Prospect

Beth Miller Wren Ave Elem

Gina Nobriga Holbrook Language Academy

Danielle Noury Northgate HS

Shelley Okimura Ayers Elem

Janet Ouimet Pleasant Hill MS

Kimberly Ovadia El Dorado MS



Bradley Parese Walnut Acres Elem

Laurie Parker Diablo View MS

Miraluna Persik Ygnacio Valley HS

Jennifer Philips Valle Verde

David Pintado Mt. Diablo HS

Stephanie Reed Valle Verde Elem

Shirley Richards Pleasant Hill Elem

Chelsea Ridenour Diablo View MS

Tamara Robinett Valhalla Elem

Laurie Rogers Monte Gardens Elem
Deborah Rosa Horizons

Barbara Rosner Valhalla Elem

Nicholas Sacco Ygancio Valley HS

Tina Sappal Fair Oaks Elem

Janel Serafino Delta View Elem

Erica Shaw College Now

Hilles Smith Delta View Elem

Jane Smith Rio Vista Elem

Aerielle Spusta Gregory Gardens Elem

Lanette Stanziano Concord HS

Lauren Steers Westwood Elem

Annette Stevennson Highlands Elem

Jennifer Sullivan Hidden Valley Elem 
Elizabeth Swanson Silverwood Elem

Mark Tobin Northgate HS

Jennifer Tong Westwood Elem

Shannon Tsuruda Ayers Elem

Hannah Utler Holbrook Language Academy

Elle Velasquez Bancroft Elem

Sandra Villers Foothill MS

Cheryl Walsh Monte Gardens Elem

Angela White Sequoia Elem

Stephanie Wilson Strandwood Elem

Lisa Zagone Pleasant Hill Elem

* - Finalists Moving on to the CCCOE Teacher of the Year 2022-2023

Finalist




